Changes to umpiring in the Norfolk Women’s Hockey League

Your club may have a team affected by the reduction in the number of Norfolk Leagues for the 2011/12 season ahead. The League Management Committee in co-operation with Norfolk Hockey Association and Norfolk Hockey Umpiring Association recognises the difficulty for some Clubs and as a result, the following rules have been put in place in regards to umpiring.

Present position: 

1. Your umpire may be currently qualified to umpire the old Division 3 but their team have moved into the newly formed Division 2.
2. Your umpire may have qualified recently as a level 1 candidate and you are concerned that they will not have a Division in which to practice and be assessed.
What to do:

1. All umpires (candidate or level 1) must be registered with the N.H.U.A. either on their own or through their club.

2. All umpires that currently have a grading of LADIES DIVISION 3 have automatically been upgraded to DIVISION 2 by the N.H.U.A.

3. All candidate umpires can use the newly formed DIVISION 2 ONLY in order to gain practice/experience before their assessment game.

4. All final level 1 assessments must be completed 1 calendar year after candidates have passed their theory paper.  This may spread over two separate seasons. So for example if you pass your theory on 22/11/2011 then you have until 21/11/2012 to pass your practical assessment.

5. A list of level 1 candidate umpires is available on the website.  As the level 1 umpire qualifies, they will be added to the normal list in the handbook and on the website. (Both lists are held and updated by N.H.U.A.).

6. Failure to be assessed after 1 calendar year will mean that the level 1 candidate will no longer be able to umpire in Division 2 of the Norfolk Women’s Hockey League.  As England Hockey allows a candidate 2 years to pass a candidate can still umpire in Men’s Division 6.

7. The League Management Committee RECOMMENDS that no game should have TWO level 1 candidate umpires.  However if the two teams are happy for this to happen then the LMC will support the decision.  It is suggested that captains let their opponents know that a candidate umpire will be used leading up to the game out of courtesy. 

8. Umpires can also use “friendlies” for practice games during and out of the normal season.
9. If you have any questions please contact Chris Williamson leaverwilliamson@aol.co.uk or Paul Gallop gallop_paul@yahoo.co.uk 

MAKE SURE THAT YOU PLAN A DATE FOR YOUR ASSESSMENT BEFORE YOUR YEAR IS UP
DON’T LEAVE IT TO THE LAST MINUTE!

